
Oak Class Autumn Term 2 2018 

Theme:  ‘The Arrival’ ‘Grimm Tales’ 

Curriculum Information for Parents 

ENGLISH 
This half-term, in English we will be studying 
two texts: ‘The Arrival’, a picture book by 
Shaun Tan, which explores the issues surround-
ing immigration and refugees and ’Grimm Tales’, 
a book full of traditional tales retold by Philip 
Pullman. In reading, we will study both books in 
detail and develop skills such as asking ques-
tions, making predictions, inferring characters’ 
feelings and justifying our views. We will be 
writing for a variety of fiction and non-fiction 
purposes, including: diary entries, play-scripts, 
descriptive passages, letters and news reports, 
as well as retelling a traditional tale, which we 
will make into our very own book. Grammar and 
spelling will be taught within the English ses-
sions as well as two stand alone sessions. The 
children will all have weekly guided reading ses-
sions with an adult. Please encourage your child 
to read regularly at home and fill out their 
reading record books. 

MATHS 
In number, we will be looking at how to calcu-
late the percentage and fractions of quanti-
ties. The children will learn BIDMAS, which 
will teach them the order of operations. When 
studying fractions, we will be multiplying frac-
tions by whole numbers and changing between 
improper fractions and mixed numbers.  
In measure, we will look at how to calculate the 
perimeter of rectilinear shapes and the area of 
rectangles, triangles and parallelograms. The 
children will learn how to convert between 
units of measure, including miles to KM. We will 
also be calculating between intervals of time 
and interpreting timetables to answer related 
word problems.  
When handling data, the children will learn how 
to calculate the ‘mean’. They will continue to 
have arithmetic tests very two-weeks to re-
hearse their strategies using the four opera-
tions and to track their progress. 

Foundation Subjects 
In geography, we will be studying refugees and immigration, which links to the text ‘The Arrival’. The children will understand why people mi-
grate and why some people apply for refugee status. They will explore what life is like for a refugee before and after asylum and discuss how 
immigration might impact the human geography of a country. The children will look at the history of immigration in the UK and look at people’s 
different points of view around the subject. They will also study famous refugees, such as Mo Farah, and discuss their contribution to socie-
ty. In science, the children will be completing their work on electricity and then be moving onto studying Earth and space, including: the plan-
ets in our solar system, day and night and the phrases of the moon. In art, we will be designing and creating our own set of Christmas cards by 
using printing skills. In music, we will be learning to play a ‘Jazz’ tune on the glockenspiel, and composing our own music. In RE we will start 
with 'What does it mean to be a Jew?' discussing family values and a visiting a Synagogue. This will then be followed by, 'How is Christmas 
celebrated?' where we will look at how commercialism and tradition has taken away from the real meaning of Christmas. In PSHCE, we will be 
focussing our studies for the remainder of this term around 'Our Emotions' as well as incorporating related work to 'Anti-Bullying’. 

 

                    Other Information 
PE will take place on a Wednesday 
and Thursday. Homework will be 
sent out on a Thursday and needs 
to be handed back in on a Tuesday. 
Reading records also need to be 
handed in on a Tuesday with five 
comments filled out.  


