
MAPLE Class Autumn Term 1 2018 

Book Themes:   Tin Forest (Helen Ward) & Tar Beach (Faith Ringgold) 

Curriculum Information for Parents 

ENGLISH 
 

In English this term we will be looking at 
‘Tin Forest’ by Helen Ward. We will use    
extended noun phrases to describe the     

setting in detail. We will also be inferring 
the character’s feelings and writing letters 

of advice and support to the main          
character. 

 
Later in the term, we will read ‘Tar Beach’ 

by Faith Ringgold. We will be looking closely 
at the features of narrative and the         

language that is used by the author and      
using it to inspire our own narrative writing.  

 
Writing  

 
 

MATHS 
This term we will be learning more about 

numbers and the number system. We will be 
revising our knowledge of place value and 
then using this to help us when ordering 

numbers and solving addition and  
subtraction number problems.  We will also 

be applying our skills to help us to solve 
word problems. Throughout the term we 

will continually be using the inverse  
relationship between the operations to 

check our learning.  
 

We will be learning about shape later on in 
the term. 

 
 
 
 

This term we will be linking all of our learning to the books below: 
Tin Forest (Helen Ward) 

At the beginning of the topic, we will be asking questions about aspects of the rainforest that we wish to find out more  
information about.  For example, ‘Where are the rainforests located?’, ‘What animals and plants live there?’ and ‘What is the weather like?’. We will then look at maps 
and use a range of sources to find out the answers.  We will also explore the concept  of recycling.  In Art, we will be studying the life and work of ‘Henri Rousseau’. 

We will be looking closely at his jungle work, making our own observations of plants, exploring the use of colour and shape and then using a range of materials and skills 
to create our own jungle collages. In Science we will explore materials and their properties. 

Tar Beach (Faith Ringgold) 
Later in the term, we will learn about Black History month and explore the roles of famous people throughout history. We will use timelines and dates and sequence 

using chronological order.  
In Science we will investigate the planets and the solar system.  

 

                    Other Information 
~*~Welcome to Maple class! ~*~ 

Our PE days will be on  
Wednesdays and Fridays.  

Homework will be sent home on a Thursday and 
collected on a Tuesday.  

Please hear your child read and sign records. 
 


