
Gorilla Class Autumn Term 1 2019 

Theme:  International– The Old West 

Curriculum Information for Parents 

ENGLISH 

 
In English we will be firstly studying tradi-
tional Native American folktales. We will 
use these stories to inspire us to write our 
own traditional tales. As well as this we will 
be producing poems with figurative lan-
guage; creating descriptive passages; devel-
oping play scripts to perform and retelling a 
traditional tale. We will also study the film 
’Rango’, which links closely to our topic of 
the ‘Old West’. The film will be used as a 
stimulus for writing descriptive, emotive 
and tense passages; a discussion text and a 
ghost story. Grammar will be taught daily 
alongside English lessons– we will start by 
recapping the basics then look at the active 
and passive voice, relative clauses, adverbi-
als and cohesive devices. As well as this, 
children will receive regular spelling and 
guided reading sessions.   

MATHS 
In maths, place value will be our first fo-
cus-we will be reading and writing large 
numbers, and decimals, as well as, identify-
ing their value and ordering them. The 
children will understand and recognise 
what multiples, factors, prime numbers, 
square and cube numbers are. We will be 
adding, subtracting, multiplying and divid-
ing numbers both mentally and in a formal 
written method. In fractions, we will be 
looking at equivalent fractions; how to sim-
plify fractions; changing fractions from 
improper to mixed numbers and finally 
adding and subtracting fractions. The chil-
dren will be tested every two weeks on 
their arithmetic skills. In measure, we will 
investigate the area and perimeter of rec-
tilinear shapes. 

Foundation Subjects 
In Science, our half-termly topic will be investigating the life-cycle of various plants and animals. In P.E. our focus will be dance, where we will 
be learning a series of traditional Native American dances. We will learn to co-ordinate a sequence of arm and leg movements to create an en-
ergetic performance. In music, we will learn to sing a Traditional Cherokee song accompanied with percussion instruments and will practice 
basic notes on the  recorder to create a performance piece. In DT, we will be planning and making our own totem poles.  Geographical skills will 
focus on identifying similarities and differences between North and South America, including our own locality as well as accompanying map and 
field work. Historical enquiry will involve studying the beliefs and experiences of well-known Native Americans, as well as  deducing infor-
mation from the past and working with time lines. Our PSHE unit of ‘New Beginnings’ will provide children with strategies to self-regulate 
their emotions; involve studying what works well in teams and rights and responsibilities of children in school.  Computing will focus on the 
technical skills necessary to assist in presenting a PowerPoint presentation in class and in RE, we will be considering what life must be like eve-
ryday for a Buddhist. 

 

                    Other Information 
PE will take place on a Tuesday and 
Friday. Homework will be sent out on 
a Thursday and needs to be handed 
back in on a Tuesday.  


